
Xavier University of Louisiana Xavier University of Louisiana 

XULA Digital Commons XULA Digital Commons 

Electronic Thesis and Dissertation 

7-1929 

The Teaching of Reading Affords One of the Greatest The Teaching of Reading Affords One of the Greatest 

Opportunities for the Development of Character in the Junior High Opportunities for the Development of Character in the Junior High 

School School 

Dolores O. Johnson 
Xavier University of Louisiana 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.xula.edu/etd 

 Part of the Educational Methods Commons, and the Language and Literacy Education Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Johnson, Dolores O., "The Teaching of Reading Affords One of the Greatest Opportunities for the 
Development of Character in the Junior High School" (1929). Electronic Thesis and Dissertation. 162. 
https://digitalcommons.xula.edu/etd/162 

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by XULA Digital Commons. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in Electronic Thesis and Dissertation by an authorized administrator of XULA Digital Commons. For more 
information, please contact vbarraza@xula.edu, dthimons@xula.edu, kmair1@xula.edu. 

http://www.xula.edu/
http://www.xula.edu/
https://digitalcommons.xula.edu/
https://digitalcommons.xula.edu/etd
https://digitalcommons.xula.edu/etd?utm_source=digitalcommons.xula.edu%2Fetd%2F162&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1227?utm_source=digitalcommons.xula.edu%2Fetd%2F162&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1380?utm_source=digitalcommons.xula.edu%2Fetd%2F162&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.xula.edu/etd/162?utm_source=digitalcommons.xula.edu%2Fetd%2F162&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:vbarraza@xula.edu,%20dthimons@xula.edu,%20kmair1@xula.edu


THE T E A C H I N G OF R E A D I N G AFFORDS ONE OF THE G R E A T E S T 

• O P P O R T U N I T I E S FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHARACTER 

I N THE J U N I O R H I G H SCHOOL 

XAVIER UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
W£W ORLEANS. LA. 70121 

D o l o r e s 0 . J o h n s o n 

J u l y 2 5 , . 1 9 2 9 



GEEERAL OUTLINE OE THESIS 

I I n t r o d u c t i o n 

1 ITature of Reading 

2 E f f i c i e n c y i n Reading 

a Rate 

b Comprehension 

3 Development of Reading A b i l i t y i n Grades 

helow the Seventh 

I I C h a r a c t e r 

To use l i t e r a t u r e i n d e v e l o p i n g c h a r a c t e r "by 

1 S e l e c t i n g M a t e r i a l 

2 P r o v i d i n g A c t i v i t i e s 

I I I C i t i z e n s h i p 

To use l i t e r a t u r e i n s o c i a l i z i n g c h a r a c t e r hy 

1 Broadening outlook on l i f e 

2 S t i m u l a t i n g c e r t a i n s o c i a l i d e a l s 

I V "V/orthy Use of L e i s u r e 

To develop permanent i n t e r e s t i n r e a d i n g hy 

1 Making s c h o o l r e a d i n g e n j o y a b l e 

2 E n c o u r a g i n g h a u i t s of " f r e e " and independent 

r e a d i n g 

3 E x p l a i n i n g Y/hat r e a d i n g does to e n r i c h l i v i n g 

4 H e l p i n g the p u p i l to b u i l d own l i b r a r y 



Gonclus ion 
1 S i l e n t Reading 
2 Oral Reading 

a Use of Teacher's Manual 
h Use of Reading t e s t s 
c Value of such t e s t s 



THE TEACHIHG OF READIHG AFFORDS OHE OF THE GREATEST 

OPPORTIJHITIES ij'OR THE DEVSLOPI.CEHT OF CHARACTER 

I H THE jmilOR HIGH SCHOOL 

A b i l i t y to r e a d w e l l i s the most i m p o r t a n t a b i l i t y 

t h a t can be developed i n the e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l . Read

i n g , p r o p e r l y mastered, not o n l y r e n d e r s e x c e l l e n t s e r 

v i c e throughout l i f e but i t g r e a t l y reduces the time and 

e f f o r t r e q u i r e d to master the o t h e r s c h o o l s u b j e c t s . The 

elementary s c h o o l , then, s h o u l d s t r i v e to develop i n each 

c h i l d the a b i l i t y to r e a d w e l l . I f i t does t h i s , i t has 

succeeded i n i t s most i m p o r t a n t work. 

Reading n a t u r a l l y f a l l s i n t o two c l a s s e s , o r a l r e a d 

i n g and s i l e n t r e a d i n g . S k i l l i n o r a l r e a d i n g does not 

n e c e s s a r i l y imply s k i l l i n s i l e n t r e a d i n g , nor i s the 

t r a i n i n g t h a t i s b e s t s u i t e d to develop t h i s s k i l l n e c e s 

s a r i l y the b e s t t r a i n i n g to develop s k i l l i n s i l e n t r e a d 

i n g . 

I n the p a s t s i l e n t r e a d i n g has been s a d l y n e g l e c t e d 

i n our s c h o o l s . Perhaps n i n e t y - f i v e p e r c e n t of the r e a d 

i n g t h a t i s done o u t s i d e of the s c h o o l room i s s i l e n t 

r e a d i n g , y e t the s c h o o l has almost e n t i r e l y ignored i t and 
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has g i v e n p r a c t i c a l l y a l l of i t s time to i n s t r u c t i o n 

i n o r a l r e a d i n g . O r a l r e a d i n g s h o u l d not he n e g l e c t 

ed. I t i s important enough to r e c e i v e c a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n 

hut a t the same time we must be su r e to g i v e the c h i l d 

s u f f i c i e n t t r a i n i n g i n s i l e n t r e a d i n g , 

Reading m a t e r i a l i s of two g e n e r a l c l a s s e s : m a t e r i a l 

of an i n f o r m a t i o n a l n a t u r e and m a t e r i a l of a l i t e r a r y na

t u r e . One i s r e a d f o r f a c t s , i n f o r m a t i o n or i n s t r u c t i o n . 

The o t h e r i s r e a d f o r r e c r e a t i o n , p l e a s u r e or a p p r e c i a t i o n . 

I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t e f f i c i e n c y i n these two c l a s s e s of r e a d 

i n g cannot he measured by the same s t a n d a r d s , A h i l i t y to 

get the thought from the p r i n t e d page i s perhaps of e q u a l 

importance f o r each c l a s s of n a t e r i a l hut the thought does 

not f u n c t i o n i n the same v/ay. I n r e a d i n g of a l i t e r a r y 

n a t u r e , thought i s i m p o r t a n t as a means of g i v i n g c u l t u r a l 

or moral t r a i n i n g . I n r e a d i n g of an i n f o r m a t i o n a l n a t u r e , 

the thought i s used to a s s i s t us i n our u s u a l v o c a t i o n s . 

I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t r e a d i n g of an i n f o r m a t i o n a l n a t u r e 

p l a y s an important p a r t i n the d a i l y l i f e of the average 

i n d i v i d u a l and t h a t c o n s i d e r a h l e s k i l l i n i t sho u l d he a t 

t a i n e d . I n the f i r s t tv.'o grades the m a t e r i a l may c o n s i s t 

of d i r e c t i o n s f o r the v a r i o u s s c h o o l a c t i v i t i e s , or n a t u r e 

study and h i s t o r y s t o r i e s may f u r n i s h s u i t a h l e m a t e r i a l . 
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I n the h i g h e r grades the geography, h i s t o r y or hygiene 

may f u r n i s h the m a t e r i a l f o r the r e a d i n g l e s s o n . 

Reading of an i n f o r m a t i o n a l n a t u r e , t h e r e f o r e , has 

as i t s o h . j e c t i v e the o b t a i n i n g of f a c t s , i n f o r m a t i o n or 

i n s t r u c t i o n . I t i s not an end i n i t s e l f but i t i s a 

t o o l . I t g i v e s us a c c e s s to the g r e a t f i e l d of p r i n t e d 

knowledge. The f a c t o r s t h a t determine i t s e f f i c i e n c y a r e 

speed, comprehension, a b i l i t y to o r g a n i z e and a b i l i t y to 

remember, iSacb of these f a c t o r s i s i m p o r t a n t . 

M a t e r i a l of a l i t e r a r y n a t u r e , or l i t e r a t u r e should 

occupy a prominent p l a c e i n the s c h o o l c u r r i c u l u m not o n l y 

f o r i t s i n t e l l e c t u a l v a l u e but f o r i t s e t h i c a l and e s t h e 

t i c v a l u e as w e l l . The c h i e f aims of l i t e r a t u r e a r e to 

h e l p the c h i l d to un d e r s t a n d and i n t e r p r e t the l i f e about 

him and to c r e a t e i d e a s which v / i l l h e l p him to r i g h t l i v 

i n g . I t a l s o c a r r i e s hira i n t o the r e a l m of the b e a u t i f u l , 

opening to hira an u n l i m i t e d f i e l d of p l e a s u r e and e n j o y 

ment , 

Comprehension s h o u l d , no doubt r e c e i v e more emphasis 

than any o t h e r f a c t o r of s i l e n t or o r a l r e a d i n g . I t , more 

than any other f a c t o r , determines our a b i l i t y to r e a d . 

R a p i d r e a d i n g w i t h no apprehension i s of no v a l u e . I t i s 

a l s o i m p o s s i b l e to o r g a n i z e p r o p e r l y u n l e s s one under

stands the d e t a i l s of the m a t e r i a l v/hich i s to "be organ-
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i z e d . Some of the f a c t o r s t h a t a f f e c t comprehension 

a r e speed, knov/ledge t h a t m a t e r i a l i s to be reproduced, 

f i n d i n g answers to u e s t i o n s , n a t u r e of the r e a d i n g ma

t e r i a l , d e f i n i t e assignments and r e c o r d of achievement 

and v o c a b u l a r y . 

I t i s a w e l l known f a c t t h a t one person may r e a d 

f o u r times as f a s t as a n o t h e r of e q u a l i n t e l l i g e n c e and 

a t the sane time get a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n of v/hat i s 

r e a d . I s i t p o s s i b l e , then, f o r a l l r e a d e r s to a c q u i r e 

a r e a s o n a b l e speed? VAiat a r e t>ie f a c t o r s t h a t a f f e c t i t ? 

There i s p l e n t y of e v i d e n c e to shov/ t h a t the r a t e of r e a d 

in g can be g r e a t l y improved i f i t i s g i v e n c a r e f u l a t t e n 

t i o n . The f o l l o w i n g a r e some of the f a c t o r s t h a t a f f e c t 

i t : v o c a l i z a t i o n , p r a c t i c e i n r a p i d r e a d i n g , eye move

ment, s h o r t exposure e x e r c i s e s , p r e s s u r e of a time con

t r o l , record.iof achievement and v o c a o u l a r y . 

L i p ovement and i n n e r speech tend to decrease the 

r a t e of r e a d i n g . They a l s o i n t e r f e r e w i t h the a b i l i t y to 

grasp the thought. They can be e l i m i n a t e d or g r e a t l y r e 

duced i f proper emphasis i s p l a c e d on the c o n t e n t of what 

i s r e a d . I f the h a b i t i s f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d , c o n s c i o u s 

e f f o r t w i l l l i k e l y a s s i s t i n b r e a k i n g i t , 

A good d e v i c e f o r i n c r e a s i n g the r a t e of r e a d i n g i s 

to g i v e abundant p r a c t i c e i n r a p i d s i l e n t r e a d i n g . 0-ive 
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the c h i l d a q u e s t i o n or a l i s t of q u e s t i o n s and d i r e c t 

him to f i n d the answers as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . T h i s 

p l a n i s much o e t t e r than to g i v e the u u p i l m e r e l y d i r e c t 

i o n s to r e a d as f a s t as p o s s i b l e , as i t g i v e s him a d e f i 

n i t e o b j e c t i v e and p l a c e s emphasis upon comprehension as 

w e l l as speed. 

Y/hile t h e r e a r e many e x c e p t i o n s , i t i s , however, 

g e n e r a l l y t r u e t h a t the person who reads f a s t e s t under

stands b e s t v/hat i s r e a d . The slow r e a d e r has a g r e a t e r 

tendency to l e t h i s mind wander from h i s s u b j e c t , as i s 

shown by h i s tendency to i n t r o d u c e e x t r a n e o u s m a t t e r i n 

h i s r e p r o d u c t i o n . 

M a t e r i a l t h a t i s to be reproduced i s g e n e r a l l y r e a d 

more c.o.refu:ly than m a t e r i a l t h a t i s r e a d f o r p l e a s u r e 

o n l y . 

One of the s u r e s t ways t o e e t a c h i l d to u n d e r s t a n d 

what he i s r e a d i n g i s to c r e a t e an i n t e r e s t i n the sub

j e c t . I t i s a l s o v / e l l to use m a t e r i a l t h a t i s of a l o g i c 

a l and i n f o r m a t i o n a l n a t u r e . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n may be c o n s i d e r e d as a phase of compre

h e n s i o n . Goraprehension i s n e c e s s a r y b e f o r e m a t e r i a l can 

be o r g a n i z e d . I t does not f o l l o w , however, t h a t a b i l i t y 

to comprehend the d e t a i l s of an a r t i c l e w i l l g i v e s a t i s 

f a c t o r y power i n o r g a n i z a t i o n . A w e l l o r g a n i z e d a s s i g n -
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ment i s a d i s t i n c t a i d to a p u p i l i n s t u d y i n g a l e s s o n . 

I f much of our r e a d i n g i s to render r e a l s e r v i c e , the 

main p o i n t s must be determined and o r g a n i z e d to some p u r 

pose. 

The a b i l i t y to o r g a n i z e i s not e a s i l y a c q u i r e d . As 

an a i d to o r g a n i z a t i o n , the t e a c h e r s h o u l d g i v e the c h i l d 

s u f f i c i e n t d r i l l i n summarizing p a r a g r a p h s , l i s t i n g im

p o r t a n t t o p i c s , d i v i d i n g s t o r y i n t o p a r t s and g i v i n g a 

b r i e f summary of the e n t i r e l e s s o n . 

I f r e a d i n g of an i n f o r m a t i o n a l n a t u r e i s to be of 

r e a l s e r v i c e i t must be remembered. A b i l i t y to remember 

i s a f f e c t e d by the f o l l o w i n g : importance of f a c t s , r e 

r e a d i n g , o r g a n i s a t i o n , i n t e r e s t i n s u b j e c t , s e l f t e s t i n g 

from q u e s t i o n s , and summarizing. 

I f the c h i l d r e a l i z e s t h a t c e r t a i n f a c t s a r e i m p o r t 

ant or t h a t they w i l l be of s e r v i c e to him l a t e r , he i s 

more l i k e l y to remember them than the f a c t s i n w h i c h he 

sees no p r e s e n t or f u t u r e u se. 

A s i n g l e r e a d i n g does not o r d i n a r i l y impress the 

f a c t s on the c h i l d ' s mind s u f f i c i e n t l y to be r e t a i n e d . 

Even i f an immediate r e p i r o d u c t i o n i s c a l l e d f o r , the i n 

d i v i d u a l does not u s u a l l y r e t a i n more than from twenty 

to f o r t y per c e n t of ^-^hat i s r e a d . Much of t h i s i s r a p i d 

l y f o r g o t t e n u n l e s s the m a t e r i a l i s r e r e a d or a d d i t i o n a l 
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work i s done. 

I n t e r e s t i n the r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l i n s u r e s a more 

v i v i d i m p r e s s i o n and a l s o a i d s the c h i l d i n remember

i n g v/hat he has r e a d . 

I f a c h i l d w i l l t e s t h i s comprehension by means of 

q u e s t i o n s or t o p i c s and r e r e a d a l l p o i n t s t h a t a r e not 

c l e a r l y understood, he w i l l l i k e l y be b e t t e r a b l e to r e 

c a l l them a t a f u t u r e time. 

F i n a l l y , b y summarizing the m a t e r i a l a f t e r i t i s 

r e a d , the c h i l d w i l l be b e t t e r prepared to r e c a l l i t 

l a t e r . 

The f o u r t h y e a r of s c h o o l work i s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t 

one. Text-books i n a r i t h m e t i c , geography, language and 

hygiene a r e now p l a c e d i n the hands of the c h i l d and h i s 

s u c c e s s i n t h e s e s u b j e c t s i s determined l a r g e l y by h i s 

a b i l i t y i n r e a d i n g . The m a t e r i a l t h a t must be r e a d be

comes more and more d i f f i c u l t i n thought,in sentence 

s t r u c t u r e and v o c a b u l a r y . vVith a l l t h i s work to ue done, 

the s u b j e c t or r e a d i n g i s g i v e n bpt one p e r i o d on the 

d a i l y program. I f t h i s were a l l the time t h a t c o u l d be 

g i v e n to r e a d i n g i n s t r u c t i o n the s i t u a t i o n v/ould indeed 

be s e r i o u s , but l u c k i l y the c o n t e n t s u b j e c t s mentioned 

above su p p l y much e x c e l l e n t m a t e r i a l f o r i n t e n s i v e r e a d 

i n g and by u s i n g i t i n t h i s way i t not o n l y g i v e s the 
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c h i l d n e c e s s a r y t r a i n i n g i n r e a d i n g but i t i s a l s o a 

v e r y e f f e c t i v e way to g i -e the c h i l d the d e s i r e d i n 

f o r m a t i o n . 

The importance of r e a d i n g of an i n f o r m a t i o n a l n a t 

u r e , i n wh i c h e x a c t u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s n e c e s s a r y or i n 

w h i c h d e f i n i t e r e a c t i o n s a r e demanded, has heen empha

s i z e d i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n . 

I n the f o u r t h grade, a b i l i t y to r e a d i s developed 

i n t h r e e main ways: 

Through the r e g u l a r l e s s o n s i n the c o n t e n t s u b j e c t s 

and through a signments of r e f e r e n c e r e a d i n g i n these 

s u b j e c t s . 

Through tiie e x t e n d i v e r e a d i n g f o r p l e a s u r e and i n 

s p i r a t i o n , o u t s i d e of r e g u l a r c l a s s work, of s u c h l i t e r 

a t u r e as makes s p e c i a l appeal to c h i l d r e n . 

Through r e g u l a r work of the r e a d i n g p e r i o d . 

E a c h of these three means of i n c r e a s i n g r e a d i n g 

power has i t s p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e and f u n c t i o n . 

The e x t e n s i v e r e a d i n g f o r the pure j o y of i t , of 

good l i t e r a t u r e b r i n g s the p u p i l i n touch through the 

i m a g i n a t i o n , w i t h the w o r l d beyond h i s e x p e r i e n c e ; g i v e s 

him c o n t a c t w i t h s t i m u l a t i n g s i t u a t i o n s ; i n s p i r e s h i n to 

r i g h t conduct; and f u r n i s h e s him w i t h h i g h i d e a l s . I t 

a l s o develops h a b i t s of r a p i d r e a d i n g , makes word r e c -
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o g n i t i o n more n e a r l y i n s t a n t a n e o u s and improves com

p r e h e n s i o n . Teachers s h o u l d , i n view of these f a c t s , 

knov/ the b e s t c h i l d r e n ' s hooks and he e n t h u s i a s t i c 

r e a d e r s of them; and s h o u l d see t h a t t h e y a r e p l a c e d 

i n the s c h o o l l i h r a r y . 

The r e d i n g v/ork of the f i f t h and s i x t h grades 

does not d i f f e r m a t e r i a l l y from t h a t of the f o u r t h 

grade. As the r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l hecomes more v a r i e d 

and more d i f f i c u l t the t e a c h e r must d i r e c t the c h i l d ' s 

a t t e n t i o n to the f a c t o r s t h a t need s x j e c i a l a t t e n t i o n . 

I f the T/ork i s to a c c o m p l i s h the g r e a t e s t good, both 

the t e a c h e r and the p u p i l should know d e f i n i t e l y j u s t 

v;hat ends a r e being sought. Vagueness of thought as 

to the c o n t r o l l i n g purposes of r e a d i n g i s the c h i e f 

cause of much of the poor work t h a t i s done i n r e a d 

i n g i n the upper g r a d e s . 

I n those c l a s s r o o m s v/here the t e a c h e r s v a l u e 

s i l e n t r e a d i n g ; where they v a l u e rmch r e a d i n g and r a p i d 

r e a d i n g , the work i n r e a d i n g - " ' i l l he a s u c c e s s . 

" S p e c i f i c t r a i n i n g s hould be g i v e n each i m p o r t a n t 

use of r e a d i n g . The c o n t e n t s u b j e c t s l e n d themselves to 

e x c e l l e n t p r a c t i c e i n \7ork-type a b i l i t i e s . 

"The Y/ork type m a t e r i a l s h o u l d s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t , 

s u p p l a n t i n f o r m a t i o n , develoxo judgment, and s t r e n g t h e n 

file:///7ork-type
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power of o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t should a l s o l e a d to the 

e f f e c t i v e use of books and a r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e i r p e r -

m n e n t v a l u e . 

"The human v o i c e i s one of the most e f f e c t i v e i n 

struments i n l i f e . A good spe a k i n g v o i c e , c l e a r enun

c i a t i o n and p r o n u n c i a t i o n , a r e a s s e t s i n a l l w a l k s of 

l i f e . T r a i n i n g i n good o r a l r e a d i n g s h o u l d r e s u l t i n 

the a c q u i s i t i o n of p l e a s i n g , v ; e l l modulated and e a s i l y 

understood v o i c e s . The a b i l i t y to use. the v o i c e e f f e c t 

i v e l y cannot be o v e r e s t i m a t e d . Good v o i c e t r a i n i n g i s 

one of the c r y i n g needs of the day^ Many people w i t h 

g r e a t messages a r e unable to impart these to an audience 

because they l a c k the a b i l i t y to use t h e i r v o i c e s e f f e c t 

i v e l y . The school then s h o u l d not n e g l e c t the oppor

t u n i t i e s w h i c h o r a l r e a d i n g a f f o r d s to develop d e s i r a b l e 

s p e a k i n g v o i c e s . 

" A l l the l i t e r a r y types can be u t i l i z e d as s i l e n t 

r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l , ^ r e e r e a d i n g i n a l l the types s h o u l d 

be e xtended, wide i n range of i n t e r e s t , and c a r e f u l l y 

s e l e c t e d f o r l i t e r a r y and l i f e v a l u e s . " 

V a r i e t y i s fundamental to a w e l l r o u n d e d course i n 

r e a d i n g . The r e a d e r must c o n t a i n m a t e r i a l c o v e r i n g a t 

l e a s t the f o l l o w i n g t y p e s : l i t e r a t u r e r e p r e s e n t i n g both 

B r i t i s h and American a u t h o r s ; some of the oest contempor-
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a r y p o e t r y and prose as -well as the l i t e r a t u r e of the 

p a s t ; important r a c e s t o r i e s - g r e a t e p i c s - a n d w o r l d s t o 

r i e s of a d v e n t u r e ; p a t r i o t i c l i t e r a t u r e ; l i t e r a t u r e due 

to f e s t i v a l o c c a s i o n s ; l i t e r a t u r e of seasons, n a t u r e , 

and out of door l i f e ; l i t e r a t u r e of humor; adventure s t o -
• 

r i e s ; l i t e r a t u r e t h a t p o r t r a y s the romance of i n d u s t r y and 

l i t e r a t u r e s u i t e d to d r a m a t i z a t i o n , p r o v i d i n g r e a l p r o 

j e c t m a t e r i a l . 

'•The most i m p o r t a n t p r i n c i p l e to f o l l o v / i n t e a c h i n g 

any s u b j e c t i s the law of s e l f a c t i v i t y . S e l f - a c t i v i t y 

means a c t i v i t y of t h e p u p i l , i n independent work. The 

t e a c h e r can f i n d no other t e s t to d e c i d e the r e a l v a l u e 

of h e r t e a c h i n g i n any s u b j e c t , t h a t i s so simple and 

d e f i n i t e l y a c c u r a t e as the q u e s t i o n - Am I a l l o w i n g my 

p u p i l s f o r independent a c t i v i t y , w h i c h i s the o n l y s e l f -

a c t i v i t y ? The answer to t h i s q u e s t i o n should change the 

o r d i n a r y methods i n t e a c h i n g r e a d i n g i n a l l departments." 

L i t e r a t u r e i s v / r i t t e n p r i m a r i l y to g i v e the r e a d e r 

p l e a s u r e , r e c r e a t i o n or a p p r e c i a t i o n of the b e a u t i f u l . 

I t s v a l u e i s determined by i t s i n f l u e n c e upon the r e a d 

e r and i t s a b i l i t y to g i v e p l e a s u r e . The t e a c h e r s h o u l d 

s t r i v e to g i v e the c h i l d a broad knowledge of the w o r l d 

and i t s people, i n s p i r a t i o n to r i g h t c o n d u c t , p l e a s u r e , a 

r i c h e r vocabulary,smoothness of e x p r e s s i o n and a d e s i r e 

f o r good l i t e r a t u r e . 
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I t a l s o f u r n i s h e s the b e s t o p p o r t u n i t y f o r the 

c h i l d to become a c q u a i n t e d w i t h the l i v e s and i n n e r 

thoughts of the g r e a t minds t h a t have c o n t r i b u t e d much 

to the w e l f a r e and h a p p i n e s s of mankind. He not o n l y 

sees them from the stand-point of a s p e c t a t o r , but he, 

f o r t-ie time being, becomes one of them, t h e i r thoughts 

become h i s thoughts and t h e i r i d e a l s h i s i d e a l s . He 

r e c r e a t e s i n f a n c y a l l the i n c i d e n t s of the s t o r y and 

forms images of a l l the c h a r a c t e r s and p l a c e s d e s c r i b e d . 

"There are two v i e w s r e g a r d i n g the t e a c h i n g of 

p a t r i o t i s T f i . One mentions s p e c i f i c v i r t u e s i n c i v i c l i f e 

and then proceeds to t e a c h the n e c e s s i t y of h a v i n g these 

v i r t u e s . T h i s t e a c h i n g i s done l a r g e l y through b i o g r a p h y 

and h i s t o r y . The tendency towards i m i t a t i o n of the l i v e s 

of g r e a t men and women i s the p r i n c i p l e upon v/hich t h i s 

k i n d of t r a i n i n g r e s t s . The o t h e r v i e w i s through the 

s e l f - a c t i v i t y of the p u p i l s i n o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r p u p i l 

s e l f - g o v e r n i n g and i n the supplementary r e a d i n g of chosen 

s e l e c t i o n s v/hich convey the h i g h e s t i d e a l s i n American 

l i f e . The l a t t e r p r o c e s s i s the one t h a t j u s t i f i e s the 

use of p a t r i o t i c m a t e r i a l i n the c o u r s e f o r r e a d i n g . 

Such m a t e r i a l e x a l t s c i v i c v i r t u e s , w h i c h a r e t r e a t e d 

a b s t r a c t l y i n the f i r s t view of p a t r i o t i c t r a i n i n g , but 

the t e a c h e r does not p r e a c h the n e c e s s i t y of f o l l o w i n g 
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e v e r y one of these V i r t u e s . She hopes, however, 

to have the p u p i l , through the i n t e r p r e t a r i o n of 

l i t e r a t u r e , r e c o g n i z e the i d e a l s and f e e l i t a duty 

and p l e a s u r e to s t r i v e to a t t a i n such s t a n d a r d s . " 

An i m p o r t a n t f e a t u r e of the r e a d i n g work i n 

these grades i s to see t h a t proper r e a d i n g h a b i t s be

come f i x e d . The c ^ i i l d r e n s h o u l d he checked f r e q u e n t l y 

to see t h a t a s a t i s f a c t o r y r e a d i n g r a t e i s developed, 

t h a t thoughts a r e o h t a i n e d and t h a t a ^ j i l i t y to organ

i z e m a t e r i a l i s developed. C a r e f u l a t t e n t i o n should 

he given to a l l f a c t o r s t h a t a f f e c t speed, comprehen

s i o n , a h i l i t y to o r g a n i z e , a h i l i t y to reproduce and 

o r a l r e a d i n g . iSvery e f f o r t s h o u l d be made to c r e a t e 

a d e s i r e f o r good l i t e r a t u r e and to develop a l o v e 

f o r r e a d i n g . The t e a c h e r should r e c o g n i z e the f a c t 

t h a t t h e r e a r e v a r i o u s k i n d s of r e a d i n g m a t t e r ; t h a t 

we read f o r v a r i o u s purposes, and t h a t t h e r e a r e v a r i 

ous types of r e a d i n g a h i l i t y . 

"One r e a d i n g i s not l i k e l y to arouse a l a s t i n g 

i n t e r e s t ; and so three r e a d i n g s a r e a d v i s e d , each h a v i n g 

a s p e c i f i c y e t r e l a t e d purpose. Have one r a p i d r e a d i n g 

to get c o n c e p t i o n of the p i e c e of l i t e r a t u r e as a vfnole; 

p a r t of the r e a d i n g may he done hy t e a c h e r , p a r t hy 

p u p i l s i n c l a s s , and p a r t hy p u p i l s a t home. A second 
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r e a d i n g s h o u l d c l e a r away d i f f i c u l t i e s i n meanings, 

and p u i 3 i l s s h o u l d t r y to get the thought and f e e l i n g 

r a t h e r than the form of the s e l e c t i o n . The t h i r d r e a d 

i n g i s f o r e f f e c t i v e o r a l r e n d e r i n g of those p a r t s of 

the s e l e c t i o n w h i c h make s p e c i a l a p p e a l s to the pupil's 

i m a g i n a t i o n s and s y m p a t h i e s . 

"To encourage the o d t s i d e p r i v a t e r e a d i n g of hooks, 

the t e a c h e r may devote a c l a s s p e r i o d o c c a s i o n a l l y , o n c e 

a f o r t n i g h t or o f t e n e r , to an o r a l r e a d i n g of some i n t e r 

e s t i n g passage chosen.hy the p u p i l . He i s t o l d t h a t on 

a c e r t a i n day he may have ten of f i f t e e n minutes i n 

w h i c h to rea d to the c l a s s some v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g i n c i 

dent from h i s hook; t h a t f i r s t he must t e l l , v e r y h r i e f -

l y , so much as the c l a s s need to know of the s t o r y and 

i t s c h a r a c t e r s . to understand the passage r e a d , .and t h a t 

a f t e r the r e a d i n g he may, i f he choose t e l l how the 

s t o r y c o n c l u d e s . A p r i v a t e r e h e a r s a l w i l l add g r e a t l y 

to the e x e r c i s e a t f i r s t . 

"Of course each c h i l d cannot he c a l l e d on i n t h i s 

e x e r c i s e v e r y f r e q u e n t l y - i n d e e d , i t i s from the oest 

p u p i l s t h a t the most g r a t i f y i n g r e s u l t s w i l l he o h t a i n e d 

so f a r as o r a l r e a d i n g i s concerned, and a l s o the most 

s t i m u l u s f o r the other p u p i l s to read the hook. But 

h e t t e r hased c r i t i c i s m can e made on t h i s extended r e -
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c i t a t i o n than on s m a l l u n i t s of r e a d i n g ; the c h i l d i s 

put on h i s e x h i b i t i o n m e t t l e ; he has p r a c t i c e moreover, 

w h i l e p r e s e n t i n g the i n t r o d u c t i o n and c o n c l u s i o n of h i s 

i n c i d e n t , i n o r a l c o m p o s i t i o n , both i n d e t a i l s and i t s 

l a r g e r a s p e c t s of choosing and grouping; h i s t a s t e i n 

s e l e c t i o n of good m a t e r i a l i s t e s t e d ; and the other 

c h i l d r e n a r e s t i m u l a t e d not o n l y to e m u l a t i o n of the 

b e s t , v/hich s h o u l d be r e c o g n i z e d and g e n e r o u s l y p r a i s e d , 

but a l s o to r e a d the books from w h i c h the s e l e c t i o n s a r e 

t a k e n . " 

Human e x p e r i e n c e and n a t u r e e x p e r i e n c e s f u r n i s h the 

background f o r r e a d i n g a t a l a t e r time. Reading f o r ap

p r e c i a t i o n i s the k i n d of r e a d i n g we s h a l l do throughout 

l i f e f o r r e c r e a t i o n . A p p r e c i a t i o n i n v o l v e s the p l e a s u r e 

tone. I t i s our d e s i r e to develop i n our c h i l d r e n an ap

p r e c i a t i o n of good l i t e r a t u r e so t h a t they w i l l v o l u n 

t a r i l y employ p a r t of t h e i r l e i s u r e time i n w o r t h w h i l e 

r e a d i n g . V/e cannot a c c o m p l i s h t h i s by imposing a d u l t 

s t a n d a r d s upon them nor by o v e r - a n a l y s i s and too d e t a i l e d 

t r e atment of s e l e c t i o n s used f o r a p p r e c i a t i o n . The s k i l 

f u l t e a c h e r w i l l be c a r e f u l to v/atch h e r p u p i l s to see 

whether they a r e e n j o y i n g l e s s o n s designed f o r a p p r e c i a t i o n 

or whether they a r e bored. The f i r s t r e q u i s i t e f o r the 

t e a c h i n g of a s e l e c t i o n f o r a p p r e c i a t i o n , i s r e a l appre-
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c i a t i o n on the p a r t of the t e a c h e r . The s k i l f u l t e a c h e r 

w i l l supplement h e r c l a s s work i n a p p r e c i a t i o n by sug.^est-

i n g l i s t s of l i b r a r y books s u i t a b l e f o r , j u p i l s a t t h i s 

s t a g e , i n v i t i n g an e x p r e s s i o n of the books r e a d , and s t u d y 

i n g the t a s t e s of t h o s e s e e r a i l g l y l a c k i n g i n a p p r e c i a t i o n . 

"VAiatever c l a s s d i s c u s s i o n occurs n u s t n e v e r be i n 

the form of r e c i t a t i o n designed to t e s t whether p u p i l s 

have s t u d i e d the assignment i t s h o u l d never be the g i v i n g 

of p r e d i g e s t e d i n f o r m a t i o n by the t e a c h e r . I t must be a 

s h a r i n g of r e a l e x p e r i e n c e . I n so f a r as we meet t h i s 

c o n d i t i o n , we a c h i e v e the end of a l l t e a c h i n g l i t e r a t u r e . 

So v/hen a c l a s s of c i t y c h i l d r e n pool i n t o the common 

fund t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e s on a f a r m , w i t h diagrams and grap

h i c comparisons, so as to see the p i c t u r e s and f e e l the 

v/.iole of the e x p e r i e n c e i n Snowbound, we have a genuine 

l i t e r a r y e x p e r i e n c e and v e r y r e a l enjoyment. That i s 

the end and purpose of our work." 

"The approach to l i t e r a t u r e f o r r e a l e x p e r i e n c e and 

enjoyment must n e v e r be a n a l y t i c a l and c r i t i c a l ; i t n u s t 

alwaus be c o - o p e r a t i v e , c r e a t i v e ; i t must be the r e a d e r ' s 

attempt to put t o g e t h e r out of h i s own p a s t e x p e r i e n c e , 

those p i c t u r e s and sounds and odors the v j r i t e r p r e s e n t s . 

V e r y r a r e l y has c l a s s - r o o m l i t e r a t u r e t e a c h i n g c e n t e r e d 

on t h i s aim. U n l e s s i t does t e a c h e r s w i l l c o n t i n u e to 

develop d i s t a s t e f o r genuine l i t e r a t u r e . 
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"To r e a l i z e and l i v e a g a i n an a u t h o r ' s e x p e r i e n c e s 

i s a d i f f i c u l t f e a t , and we need to h e l p not h i n d e r . I t 

i s p a r t i c u l a r l y n e c e s s a r y f o r t h i s purpose to postpone 

f o r some time the h e a v i e r l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h we have f o r c e d 

down s e v e r a l grades below where i t b e l o n g s . " 

"V/here n e c e s s a r y , the t e a c h e r may i n t r o d u c e p u p i l s 

b r i e f l y to the time or mood or author of the s t o r y . 

"The t e a c h e r , as a l e a d e r of the group, may spend 

f i v e minutes i n a b r i e f , o b j e c t i v e t e s t of v/hether p u p i l s 

understand what they have r e a d , and as much time as n e c e s s 

a r y i n d i s c u s s i n g the answers and a l l o w i n g as c o r r e c t a l l 

t h a t p u p i l s can support s e n s i b l y by r e f e r e n c e to the book. 

"Above, a l l , by s t i m u l a t i n g d i s c u s s i o n , - he w i l l h e l p 

g i v e r e a l i t y to the l i v i n g e x p e r i e n c e the w r i t e r p r e s e n t 

ed and make i t so f a r as p o s s i b l e a c o l o r f u l , v i v i d page

ant of e x p e r i e n c e ; he w i l l then d i r e c t a t t e n t i o n to the 

c e n t r a l i d e a a theme of the v;hole v/hich g i v e s i t a r t i s t 

i c u n i t y . By such means he can c o n t r i b u t e to l i t e r a t u r e 

as a means of f u l l e r l i v i n g , and g e t , as f i n e b y - p r o d u c t s , 

a genuine a p p r e c i a t i o n of l i t e r a t u r e and a growing, because 

unf o r c e d , c r i t i c i s m of . i f e and conduct on the p a r t of h i s 

p u p i l s . " 

Hov/ r e a d i l y c h i l d r e n , e s p e c i a l l y those who have good 

i m a g i n a t i o n s , i m i t a t e t h e i r heroes i s v / e l l known. A good 

s t o r y i s w o r t h a dozen ^good p r e c e p t s , v r n i l e i t i s not 
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always the c a s e t h a t to know r i g h t i s to do r i g h t , i t 

i s u n d e n i a b l e t h a t r i g h t knowing i s n e c e s s a r y to r i g h t 

doing, and t h a t j u s t v i e w s tend to make r i g h t a c t i o n s . 

To come to knov/ good l i t e r a t u r e i s to see t r u l y and 

f a i r l y ; to get beyond the o u t s i d e of one's p e r s o n a l p o i n t 

of viev/, and to see t h i n g s as they a r e to a l l men. Such 

an a t t i t u d e cannot f a i l to i n c r e a s e r e s p e c t f o r the r i g h t s 

of o t h e r s . The one whose mind i s s o f t e n e d by p i t y and 

guideu oy r e a s o n i s l i k e l y to be c o n s i d e r a t e of o t h e r s . 

ITov/a-days e v e r y s c h o o l has or i s a c c u m u l a t i n g some 

s o r t of l i b r a r y , hut a t the same time p r i v a t e ownership 

of books s h o u l d be encouraged; n o t h i n g can q u i t e take i t s 

p l a c e . I n the words of Dr. R e y e r : 

" E v e r y youth should have h i s or h e r own l i b r a r y , 

w h i c h jov/ever, s m a l l s'lould be s e l e c t . To s e a l some know

ledge of t h e i r content w i t h the d e l i g h t f u l sense of owner

s h i p h e l p s to p r e s e r v e the apparatus of c u l t u r e , keeps 

green e a r l y memories, or make one of the b e s t of t a n g i b l e 

mementoes of p a r e n t a l c a r e and l o v e . " 

I n the p a s t , o r a l r e a d i n g has been g i v e n much more 

time and a t t e n t i o n i n the r e a d i n g p e r i o d then i t s im

p o r t a n c e seems to demand. S t i l l , when we l i s t e n to the 

average o r a l readincg l e s s o n , we a r e immediately impressed 
v; i t h the f a c t t h a t the s c h o o l s a r e not producing good o r a l 
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r e a d e r s , ^fhy i s t h i s t r u e ? I s i t not p o s s i h l e t h a t i n 

our e f f o r t s to a s s i s t the c h i l d v/e have p l a c e d too much 

emphasis upon word a n a l y s i s and word r e c o g n i t i o n and have 

f a i l e d to t e a c h him to l o o k f o r thought i n h i s r e a d i n g ? 

Has not the word r a t h e r than the s e n t e n c e been ta k e n as 

the r e a d i n g u n i t ? 

A c l e a r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of thought i s the most e s s e n 

t i a l element i n o r a l r e a d i n g , Without such an u n d e r s t a n d 

i n g t h e r e can he no t r u e Q r a l r e a d i n g . I t must he d i s 

t i n c t l y understood t h a t the mere c a l l i n g of words i s not 

r e a d i n g and should n e v e r he p e r m i t t e d ^ The more complete

l y the c h i l d puts h i m s e l f i n the p l a c e of the c h a r a c t e r he 

i s r e p r e s e n t i n g and gds the s p i r i t of the s e l e c t i o n , the 

b e t t e r w i l l h i s o r a l r e a d i n g he. 

I n s t a n t r e c o g n i t i o n of the p r i n t e d words and a c l e a r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e i r meanings a r e n e c e s s a r y elements of 

any r e a d i n g . 

O r a l r e a d i n g to he e f f e c t i v e , r e q u i r e s good e x p r e s s 

i o n . Good e x p r e s s i o n can come only a f t e r the p u p i l has a 

c l e a r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the thought and f e e l i n g t h a t a r e 

to ue e x p r e s s e d . O r a l r e a d i n g s h o u l d not he too r a p i d . 

ICvery word should he pronounced c l e a r l y and d i s t i n c t l y . 

I t i s w e l l r e c o g n i z e d th -1 su golementary r e a d e r s and 

r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l a r e v e r y h e l p f u l i n t e a c h i n g the c h i l d 
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to r e a d . Many s c h o o l s now have, i n the l i b r a r y , much 

good r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l . Many s c h o o l s a l s o have s e t s of 

supplementary r e a d e r s that can be used by the c l a s s i n 

r e c i t a t i o n . There seems to be l i t t l e u n i f o r m i t y as to 

j u s t how the supplementary r e a d e r s or s e t s a r e to be used. 

Some t e a c h e r s take up the adopted t e x t and use i t con

t i n u a l l y u n t i l i t i s completed, then a supplementary 

r e a d e r i s taken up i n the same manner and so on u n t i l the 

c l o s e of the y e a r . Others use the t e x t u n t i l the l e s s o n s 

become d i f f i c u l t , then they work w i t h the supplementary 

r e a d e r s up to about the same p l a c e i n the book. They 

then take up the t e x t a g a i n f o r some t i m e . S t i l l o t h e r s , 

and we b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s i s the b e s t p l a n , make d a i l y use 

of both the t e x t and supplementary r e a d e r s . The p l a n i s 

to use the t e x t as a b a s i s f o r word s t u d y and to e n l a r g e 

the p u p i l ' s r e a d i n g v o c a b u l a r y , a l s o to use i t f o r the 

st u d y p e r i o d i n s i l e n t r e a d i n g . J y u s i n g the t e x t d a i l y 

i n t h i s way new words a r e c o n s t a n t l y added to the c h i l d ' s 

r e a d i n g v o c a b u l a r y and the d i f f i c u l t y of the m a t e r i a l i n 

c r e a s e s as the c h i l d g a i n s s t r e n g t h to handle i t . By 

t h i s p l a n the supplementary r e a d e r s a r e used to f i x the 

word forms t h a t have been p r e s e n t e d i n the t e x t and a l s o 

to g i v e p r a c t i c e i n r e a d i n g simple i n t e r e s t i n g m a t e r i a l . 

As the supplementary r e a d e r i s s i m p l e r then the t e x t 
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and i s used f o r more e x t e n s i v e r e a d i n g i t w i l l be c o v e r 

ed much, f a s t e r then the b a s a l r e a d e r . Much of the m a t e r i a l 

f o r supplementary r e a d i n g can be taken from the c o n t e n t 

s u b j e c t s or from magazines. 

E v e r y teac'ier, w h i l e a t l i o e r t y to use her own meth

ods i n t e a c h i n g r e a d i n g , ghould, by a l l means, s e c u r e a 

copy of the t e a c h e r ' s manual f o r the r e a d e r she i s u s i n g . 

I n i t she v ; i l l f i n d i n f o r m a t i o n , s u g g e s t i o n s and d i r e c t 

i o n s t h a t w i l l be of g r e a t v a l u e to h e r i n p r e p a r i n g h e r 

work f o r the d a i l y r e c i t a t i o n . 

J u d i c i o u s use s h o u l d oe made of s t a n d a r d i z e d and i n 

f o r m a l t e s t s f o r the purpose of d e t e r m i n i n g t y p i c a l e r r o r s 

and of a s c e r t a i n i n g adequate r e m e d i a l measure. The system

a t i c use of speed and comprehension t e s t s p r e v e n t s good 

h a b i t s from l a p s i n g and bad h a o i t s from f o r m i n g . I n f o r m 

a l t e s t s may be g i v e n f r e q u e n t l y , but s t a n d a r d i z e d t e s t s 

s h ould be g i v e n a t the b e g i n n i n g and c l o s e of the s e s s i o n 

to measure r e a d i n g a b i l i t y of p u p i l s of s e l e c t e d and un-

s e l e c t e d groups. I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of these t e s t s r e q u i r e s 

t a c t and breadth of v i s i o n f o r many s i g n i f i c a n t a b i l i t i e s 

cannot be measured by such t e s t s . 

B o t h i n f o r m a l and s t a n d a r d i z e d t e s t s can oe used to 

d i s t i n c t advantage i n e v e r y c l a s s r o o m . The t e a c h e r •'ho 

r e c o r d s the number of -'ords r e a d per minute oy each p u p i l 

i n a c l a s s has a much more a c c u r a t e b a s i s f o r drawing con-
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e l u s i o n s about r a t e s of r e a d i n g than the t e a c h e r who 

proceeds w i t h o u t r e c o r d i n g these f a c t s . The t e a c h e r 

who r e c o r d s the number and k i n d s of e r r o r s made by e ach 

p u p i l i n r e a d i n g p a r a g r a p is of e q u a l l e n g t h can d e t e r 

mine w i t h g r e a t a c c u r a c y the s o r t of h e l p which the c l a s s 

as a whole and the i n d i v i d u a l p u p i l s need. Fu r t h e r m o r e , 

f a c t s of the k i n d j u s t d e s c r i o e d p r e s e n t a p i c t u r e of the 

accomplishments and l i m i t a t i o n s of a c l a s s i n c l e a r con

v i n c i n g t e r m s . I t a l s o r e v e a l s many f a c t s about the r e a d 

i n g of the p u p i l s which mught pass u n n o t i c e d d u r i n g the 

p r o g r e s s of a r e c i t a t i o n . 

I n f o r m a l t e s t s a r e o r g a n i z e d uy the c l a s s r o o m t e a c h e r 

f o r the purpose of s e c u r i n g a c c u r a t e r e c o r d s c o n c e r n i n g 

the a c c o n p l i s i i m e n t of p u p i l s . They a r e to su;p;plement the 

s t a n d a r d i z e d t e s t s and do not take t h e i r p l a c e . F r e q u e n t 

use of such t e s t s w i l l make t e a c h i n g more d e f i n i t e . 

To measure the r a t e of o r a l r e a d i n g choose one or 

more s e l e c t i o n s r e a d e a r l y i n the y e a r . Hake no p r e v i o u s 

a ssignment. The p u p i l s s h o u l d r e a d as many o r d i n a r y r e a d 

i n g l e s s o n w i t h o u t s u s p e c t i n g t h a t any r e c o r d i s being k e p t . 

Have ample m a t e r i a l so t h a t no two p u p i l s r e a d the same 

para g r a p h . Use a watch w i t h a second hand. V/hen a p u p i l 

begins r e a d i n g , note the e x a c t second. iThen e x a c t l y s i x t y 

seconds have passed, check the work r e a d . L e t him con-
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t i n u e w i t h o u t i n t e r r u p t i o n to the end of the paragra£)h. 

I f a p u p i l h e s i t a t e s over a d i f f i c u l t word, pronounce i t 

f o r him, V/rite the names of p u p i l s on the m a r g i n . A t 

your e a r l i e s t c o n venience, count the v/ords r e a d by each 

p u p i l . Arrange the r e s u l t s from l o w e s t to h i g h e s t and 

p l a c e on the b l a c k b o a r d . Some p u p i l s may be too r a p i d , 

o t h e r s too slow. Keep the r o e c r d on f i l e f o r comparison, 

Sucii t e s t s may be made s e v e r a l t i m e s d u r i n g the s e s s i o n . 

I n s i l e n t r e a d i n g s e l e c t an e x e r c i s e t h a t has not 

been p r e v i o u s l y s t u i e d . I t mâ ' be from the r e a d e r or 

any o t h e r t e x t - b o o k , j u s t so t h a t each x>iJpil has a copy. 

D i r e c t the p u p i l s to t u r n to the page p r e c e e d i n g the one 

on vrhich the e x e r c i s e b e g i n s . T e l l them t h a t they v / i l l 

be e x p e c t e d to r e a d And answer q u e s t i o n s about the e x e r 

c i s e ; t h a t a l l begin a t the same time, r e a d f o r t h r e e 

minutes and stop a t a s i g n a l . See t h a t p u p i l s under

s t a n d what they are expected to do. Vhen the second hand 

of your v/atch reaches f i f t y - s e v e n seconds, d i r e c t the 

p u p i l s to t u r n the page and begin r e a d i n g . Stop them 

when t h r e e minutes have e l a p s e d and have each p u p i l mark 

the l a s t word r e a d . Count and r e p o r t the number of l i n e s 

r e a d . I mmediately p l a c e on the b l a c k b o a r d two or t h r e e 

q u e s t i o n s , p r e v i o u s l y p r e p a r e d , b e a r i n g on the l e a d i n g 

t o p i c s i n the e x e r c i s e . C i v e f i v e or t e n minutes f o r a l l 
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to w r i t e the ansv/ers to these q u e s t i o n s . Take up the 

papers and grade them, u s i n g the percentage s c a l e . You 

now have two r e s u l t s : speed and comprehension. Arrange 

both i n order of rank and p l a c e on the b l a c k b o a r d , d i r e c t 

i n g the a t t e n t i o n of the c l a s s t o the ^-rade a v e r a g e , .or 

median, and r e c o r d s of e a ch p u j i l . Keep t h e i r r e c o r d s 

f o r c o n p a r i s o n w i t h s i m i l a r t e s t s to be g i v e n l a t e r . 

These t e s t s a r e of g r e a t v a l u e . Knowing the s i t 

u a t i o n i s the f i r s t s t e p i n e f f e c t i v e t e a c h i n g of r e a d 

i n g . They r e v e a l i n d i v i d u a l and c l a s s weaknesses; g r e a t 

v a r i a t i o n s i n a b i l i t y ; p r o g r e s s i n r a t e and comprehension 

They a r e most f r e q u e n t l y g i v e n under normal c l a s s - r o o m 

c o n d i t i o n s . Teachers develop i n t e r e s t i n ob.jective 

measurement. They a r e l e d to base t h e i r judgment upon 

f a c t s r a t h e r then o p i n i o n . P u p i l s a r e s t i m u l a t e d to 

g r e a t e r a c t i v i t y , l l o t i v e s become more d e f i n i t e . The 

g i v i n g , s c o r i n g , t a b u l a t i n g and i n t e r p r e t i n g of such 

t e s t s t l i e r e take c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e time and e f f o r t . 

S t a n d a r d i z e d t e s t s have a d i s t i n c t advantage over 

i n f o r m a l t e s t s i n that they a r e b e t t e r o r g a n i z e d , a r e a 

more r e f i n e d measure and have s t a n d a r d s v/hich i n d i c a t e 

what s h o u l d be a c c o m p l i s h e d . Tliey s h o u l d be giwen n e a r 

the b e g i n n i n g of the term and once or t\/ice more d u r i n g 

the y e a r . I n f o r m a l t e s t s can be g i v e n as o f t e n as the 

t e a c h e r d e s i r e s . 
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The h a b i t s and s k i l l s v/hich c h i l d r e n should p o s s e s s 

by the time they l e a v e the e i g h t h grade a r e : m a s t e r y of 

the raachenics of r e a d i n g ; a b i l i t y to r e a d thought i n the 

p r i n t e d page; e f f i c i e n t h a b i t s i n o r a l and s i l e n t r e a d 

i n g ; e x t e n s i v e and v a r i e d r e a d i n g e x p e r i e n c e s ; an--estab

l i s h e d l i t e r a r y h a b i t and t h e s p p r e c i a t i o n and l o v e of 

good l i t e r a t u r e . 

S c i e n t i f i c r e s e a r c h and d a i l y c l a s s - r o o m e x p e r i e n c e 

tend to the f o l l o v / i n g c o n c l u s i o n s : 

Reading i s a d i s t i n c t s o c i a l n e c e s s i t y . 

E a c h phrase of r e a d i n g i s v a l u a i ) l e and s ould be 

u t i l i z e d as l i f e needs demand. 

S i l e n t r e a d i n g l e a d s to the a c q u i s i t i o n of a wide 

range of human e x p e r i e n c e and i n c u l c a t e s h a b i t s of s t u d y . 

O r a l r e a d i n g i s a means of s h a r i n g thoughts w i t h 

o t h e r s , i n t e r p r e t i n g l i t e r a r y c o n t e n t , and of impr o v i n g 

speech h a b i t s and v o i c e q u a l i t y . 
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