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GENERAL OUTLINE OF THESIS

Introduction.
. Why a study of the Latin language is important.
The origin and spread of this language.
250 Latium--the home of the Latin language.
2. Diffusion of the Latin language
(1) To Rome's colonies throuchout Italy.
(2) This work was done by Rome's colonists,——
goldiers and poor plebeians.‘
(2) To Mediterranesn world.
(3) To Barbarian people of the West.
(4) °~ To Gaul.
(a) By Cesesar's conquest.
(5) To Dacia.
(a) Emperor Trajan conquered Dacia.
Permanency of Letin language. |
al. Shown by stability of Latin alphabet.
2. When Roman Empire in the West fell, the Romance lan-
guages arose.

S Latin language is important factor in our own lan-

(1) Statistices prove this:
(a) Webster's Dictionary.
(b) The Saturdey Eveninc Post.
(c¢) Speeches of Eﬁglish and American writers.

(d) New words, rare words, and technical words.
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VI,

Eiponents of Letin language.
3 Cicero.
(1) Created style for Latin »rose.
Be Julius Caesar.
(1) His style is simple and concise.
3. Vergil.
(1) Reénowned poet of the Aucustan Age.
4. Livy. : .
(1) The most eminent writer of the Augustan Ace.
5. Tacitus, a great historian also.
Use of Latin language in the Ohurch.
1z Official language in Church 2t the height of its power.
2 Latin lenguage is =%ill uged in liturgy and rituals
of the Catholic Church.
ts popularity in Universities.
i In Medieval times, the Latin language was used in
universities as means of intercourse and lectures.
23 During the period of scholasticism, philosonhy was
taken from Latin trenslations of Aristotle.
The Renaissance meant an awakening of study of Latin.
&, Humanism was‘marked by an intensive zeal aroused
in the study of the clasgics. )
(1) This movement spread throughout Italy.
(2) It influenced the study of classics, in the uni-
versities.
(3) A study of the classics was teken up in the lower

schools.



VIII. Use of Latin in Modern Education.

l. . Preparatory to College Work, students familiarize
themselves witl stﬁdy of Latin lénguage.

2. It is an importadt factor in College Course study.

IX. Opinions of precent day supporters of the classics.

3. Mr. Payson Smith sayse a stuéy of the classics is
needed as an aid to the development of the individual
youth.

2. Professor Geo. M. Stratton says that students who
have a knowledge of the claﬁsic§ do better work in
school.

3. Opiniong of others.

45 Conclusion.

il lany recent writers style are influenced by those of
the famous Latin authors.

2e Latin has imparted much new life to many universi-
ties and colleges.

3. Latin shall in 211 probability continue to be an

importent fector in education.




LATIN HAS ALWAYS HELD PROMINENCE AS AN EDUCATIONAL FACTOR.

Rome one of the greatest powers of the ancient world has
exerted important influence upon opractically all modern nations.
It has done much to shape the lives and customs of the people
~of these nations. Therefore a study of the Roman people is
- nécessary to obtain an understanding of our present day world,
since they have contributed much to our language, our literaturé,
our religion, our art and our government. This fact makes
Latin as their language, and important topic for study by all
nations in all ages.

The Roman city had its origin in 2 settlement of Latin
ghepherds and farmers on the Palatine Hill. This settlement
wee called Latium and the language of its inhebitants was called
Latin. As the city grew absorbing the settlements on the other
Bills, it kept the languages of the original settlement, Latium.
To this language the Romans lent dignity, power and spirit of
patriotisn.

As Rome entered upon her career of conquest, preparing her
way by sword, she extended to the 6onquered the language of the
ceonqueror, —--Lotin, Wheén very eérly she established her Latin
colonies through out' Italy, her colonists usually soldiers or

poor plebians as offshots of Rome and always faithful to her
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interests, helped mightily in spreading the Latin language
throughout the peninsula. Beyond ‘the limits of Latium, this
language came in contact with the many different languages spok-
Bn in early.Italy. With Roman expansion some of these langu~
ages such as Greek and Etruscan soondisappeared but the native
Italian 1énguage showed more resistance, giving away only after
the social war, when the Italian people becoming citizens of
Rome, adopted the use of the Latin tongue. Indeed the Latin
language grew to be the. predominant speech in Italy End the most
important language of the Mediterranean world especially the
western provinces.

The Roman people communicated their language to the barba-
rian peoples of the West as they hed carried it to Italy.
Their miscionaries were colonists, merchants, soldiers and pub-
lié officials whose language was readily assimilated by the rude,
unlettered matives who strove to become as Romanized as to dress,
customs and Ianguage as possible.

In all countries which the Romyps conquered, Latin became
She instrument of dominion, —-the medium of culture and graceful
exprescion. Seneca has aptly said, "Wheresoever the Romen con-—
guers, he inhabits". Hence ail colonies and municipzl cities
der_Roman dominion were peopled by the Romans. Another quo-
tation stafes this fact thus: "So seneible, were the Romans of
the influence of language over national manners, that it was
Bheir most serious care to extend with the progress of their

L
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arms, the use of the Lztin tongue.

As soon as the barbarians

were reconciled to obedience, their minds were opened to any

new impressions of knowledee and oliteness. The language of
I Tusg

Vergil andg Cicero, though with some inevitable mixtures of

corruption, was so universally adopted in Africa, S8pain, Gaul,

Britain, ang Pannonia, that the faint traces of Punic or Celtic

idioms were oreserved only in the mountains or among the pea-

Bants".1

With Caesar's conquest in Gaul Romanization of this place
a ;

. Was consequent, The Latin lanpguage, the Roman law the customs

and institutions of Rome.prevailed here, When emperor Trajan

conquered the extensive territory of Dacia, thousands of Roman

colonists settled there and spread every rheré, the language

and arts of Rome. The Roman r‘umlre at its widest extent, which

it reached in the second century, included forty-three provinces

Which were protected by standing armies of Roman soldiers, who

in this capacity were one of Rome's most important agencies for
i (@

the spread of her civiligation over the barberian lands.

The Latin language possessed 2 great

degree of permanency,

Which fact may be clearly noted by the manner in which the

Roman alphabet has been preserved intact. The Latin alphsabet

18 possessed by all modern, enlightened nations having in gen-

Tal, civilization of Grecisn or Roman derivation.

The conquest by Latin of the languages of the world ie al-

most as interesting =nd lmoortcnu a story as the conquest by

wme of the nations of the world. The decline of the Roman

ipire did not bring about the downfall of the Latin languagce
1. Gibbon's Rome, pp. 26 1-362, Vol. I,

Chas. Bigelow (Qo.,
0. Y.



in the West. It became the basis of the so-called present

]

‘Romance -langueges, —-French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese an
Rumanian--which arose in the Middle Ages out of the spoken Latin

Of the common people--provincial Latin,--in the respective coun-
tries where Roman civilization predominated.

‘ Webster's Early European History gives this information on
the subject: "During the Middle Ages, the Romance languages arose;
ithey were derived from the Latin spoken by Romanizad inhabitante
0f the lands now known as France, Italy, Spain, Pbrtugal and
Rumania. Their colloquial Latin naturally lacked the elegance

Of the literary Latin used_by Caesar, Cicero, Vergil and other

elassical authors. The difference between the written and spok-

Brought about the decline of learning. Gradually in each country
lew and vigorous tongues arose, related to, yet different from,

ghe old classical Latin in pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary".l
Just as Latin is an essential element of the Romance 1angu—
ages, so it persists_in our own language. Indeed the most im-
ortant remains of Roman civilization to ue is the Latin tongue.
firough the Norman conguest Latin which was the refined and digni-
ied speech of the Norman Aristorcracy in En"iand was united or
jlended with the rough, horsh tongue of the Saxons of England to
'wfm'the English langpage. As a result, we scarcely exprese a
iought which does not contain more or less some verbal forms of

loman inheritance.

, Many have made determinations or investigations of the ex-—
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tent of the different eleménts in our native tongue and in every
case Latin has been shown to have a higher oercentage than the
other elements. The following are considered cuite accurate
percentages:

From tabulations of the words in the eighteen hundred, six=
‘ty-one edition (1861) of Webster's Dictionary, as quoted by F.
Max Mueller, Latin with a percentare of sixty-nine (69%), led.
Mlore recently the editor of the Stan@ard Dictionary, Frank H.
Vizetelly, made an analysie of twenty thousends (20,000) words
in this diétionary. His rating for the number of Latin: words

the English language is-48.5 per cent with the remeining
percentage to. be divided into Greek, Teutonic and miscellaneous
Jelements. 1

Three articles in The Saturday Evening Post, yielded these
recults after an analysis of five thousand running words:

(1) Latin 53.% per cent; (2) 54.3 per cent; (3) 47.2 per cent;
@8 compared with the Greek, Teutonic and miscellaneous percent-—
‘ages. 3

Many years ago Kellogg and Reed, taking a single chapter

OT speech from each of twenty American or English writers, in

@ddition to the complete works of Rufus Choete, found that the
Iéa;in element varied from 55.5 percent to 72.5 per cent and the
i8tin and Greek together from -5.7 per cent to 72.1 per cent, as
igainst a range from 23.4 per c:=nt to 33.4 per cent for the Teu-
tonic. 3 .

A consideration of the new words, the rare words, the tech-

jical worde which are constantly coming into general use, reveals

1, Classical Journal, 0. 83, Nov., 1922
2. Classieal Journal, p. 86 Hov., 1922.
8. Classical Journal, p. 86, Noo., 1833.
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& large classical element. By way of example, an analysis of
one hundred, fifty words which were especially current during
the World War, shows a classical element of about 75 per cent;
:--séme of these words are:; "militarism", "kultur", "mobiliza-
jtiion", "atrocity", "submarine", "morale", "profiteer", "mandate",
lgelf-determination®, "reservation", "bonus". £/

Of the two thousand, six hurdred, twenty-six words, exclud-
Iing proper names which compose the four books of Caesar's Gallic
pllar, 87.35 per cent have what may be termed fairly common English
derivatives; 5.8 percent have rare derivaties a total of 93.1

pler cent;

During the third cemtury B. C. as Latin leterature came

gnto being its productions weré also used as texts of study.

‘wuch later in the centuries, the orations of Cicero and the poems
%thergil ant Horace were similarly employed. It was during
liis period that the great possibility of the use of their lan-
jgtiage for prose composition, dawned upon the Romans. .Similarly
B0 thoese of Athens, the republican institutions of Rome were
1eatly amenable to the task of public oratory, the development
Of which contributed chiefly and more than any other agency to
ghape the Latin language into the correct form for the various
iypes of prose.

@icero, the greatest of Roman orators created a style for
J8tin prose composition which hac been admired and imitated by
ién of letters even to our own day. atin in his hande became
pmagnificent instrument for the expression of human thought.

éside the historical interest, Cicero's letters are superb
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examples of good letters. Observe the deep thought imbedded

in such simple unstilted lenguage as: "Quid igitur timean, si

aut non miser Dost mortem aut beatus etiam futurus sum? Quam-
quam- quis est tam stultus, cquaemvis sit adulescens, uli sit ex-
ploratum se ad’vesperum esse victurum? Quiﬁ etiam aetas ills

" multe pluris quam nostra casus mortis habet; facilius in morbos
incidunt adulescentes, gravius aegrotant, tristius curantur.
Itaque pauci veniunt ad senectutem; quod .ni ita accideret, meliuge
et prudentius viveretur. liens enim et ratio et consilium in
genibus est; qui si nulli fuissent, nullae omnino civitates fuis-
gent. Sed redeo ad mortem impendentemn. Quod est istud crimen
genectutis, cum id el videatis cum adulescentia esse commune?"
The above pascage when translated reads thus: "Why then should

'1 fear if I shall be either wretched or even hapoy after death?
Although who is so foolish, however young he be, as 10 feel as-
sured thet he will live until evening? lloreover, that period

of 1ife has many more chances of death than ours. Young men
fall into disease more easily, they become more seriously 1113
they are cured with more pain. ‘ And so few arrive at old age.

1f this did not happen it would be lived better and more wisely.

jab)

lFor there 'igmind, reason, and judgment in old men; and if there

ey
at

11. But

)

had been none of these, there would be no states
i return to impending death. What is that accusation of old

age when you see that this ie common %o early manhood?" 1

Julius Caesar, an able statesman, has been accorded fame as

orator,only Cicero among the Romans, having excelled him in

Wi art. Ois invalueble Commentaries on the Gallic and Civil

1. Cicerd's "De Senectute! by E. S. Schuckburgh, M.A. p. 49.,
fie Mc. Millan Co . SRS 4
. 55 e T



(8)

wars are highly praised for their simple, concise style and their
mastery of the art of rapid narration. bserve his style here:

y)

"His nuntiis litter

e

Gallia novas conscripsit et inita aestate, in ulteriorem Galliam
gui deduceret, Q. Pedium legatum misit. Ipse, cum orimum pabuli
copia esse inciperet, ad exercitun venit."----"Caesar disturbed
by these messages and letters levied two new legions in hither
Gaul and at- the beginning of summer, he sent Q. Pedius, an ambas-
sador, in order that he would lead out (the army) into farther
Gaul. He, himself as soon as there begaﬁ to be supplies of fod=
der, came to the army."

Vergil, the most renowned poet of the Augustan Age, has

favored posterity with the Aeneid especially among his works.
Horace, an imitative peet, made what he borrowed from the Greeks,
his own, by the added beauty which he gave to it.

In Tacitus and Livy the Romans possessed productions of fwo
great historians who are widely read and considered authorities
in the field of education to-day. To Livy is credited the rank
bof the most eminent writer of the Augustan Age. Tacitus a man
of geniug, in his history of Rome from Tiberius to Domitian,
@ttained the crowning point of his labor.

The Roman Catholic Church which spread out from Rome, and
of which Latin was the official languace at the height of its
power, ruled spiritually over all westein Europe.r Italy and
8icily, the larger part of Spain, France, Gesrmany, Hungary, Po-
pland, the British Isles, Denmark, Sweden, Norway and Iceland

yielded obedience to the Pope of Rome. "Modern World"by Betten

sque commotus Caesar duas legiones in citeriore
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and Kaufman gives this account: "The same language too, was used
in all the Church serviges in all the vorious nations, with in-
significant exceptions. It was this emosloyment of Latin by the
Church that secured to the Roman tongue, its place as the lan-
guage of soience and thus helped bring about a further unity,
namely that of literary and educational endeavor." 1 |

After the fall of the Roman Empire, 476 A. D., the Church
was the chief agency through which the Latin language was per-
petuated;--this being done by Latin becoming the language of

Christian worshin, the language in which the ritual was read by

~
+

the priests, in which the hymns were written, and in which the

theological discussions were carried on. As a matter of fact,
we know that at the present time, Latin is universally employed
by the Church as the language of its liturgy and rituals.

On this point, Webster, in his Early European History says:
"Throuzhout the Middle Ages, Letin continued to be an internation-
al language. The Roman Church used it for papal bulls and other
documents. Prayers were -recited, hymns were sung and sometimes
sefmons were preached in Latin". 2

In connection with the above information, Webster states
the following, concerning the Latin language: "It was also the
lenguage of men of culture every where in western Christendom.
University professors lectured in Latin students gpoke in Latin,
lawyers addressed judges in Latin and the merchants in different
gountries wrote Latin letters to one another. All learned books
‘were composed in Latin until the close of the sixteenth century.
This practice has not yet been entirely'abandoned by European

1. pp. 157-158, Allyn & Bacon, Boston, N.Y., Chicago.
2. Early Europesn History by Hulton WebsterPh.D., D.C.Heath
d Co., Publishers; Boston, N. Y., Chicago.
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scholars." 1

In Medieval times, the universities were completely cosmo-
politan. One language, Latin served for the lectures as well
as for daily intercourse among professors. Pupile in the com-
mon-schools learned enough Latin grammar to read reliéious book
and studied a:ithmetig by Romen notation.

During the period of scholasticism, the philosophy on which
the scholastics relied was chiefly from Aristotle, whom Christian
Europe read first in Latin translations from the Arabic.

The Renaissance of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries
which graduslly transformed medieval civilization into that of
modern times, meanf among other things a‘revival of men's inter-
est in the literature and art of classical antiquity. Having
its beginning in Italy, it extended in its greatest extremity
to_all westerm Europe. Sincere interest was taken by all Itali-
ane in Roman civilization,--literature, art and lawbeing includ-
ed. With the rise of the universities at this time, there was
a poésibility for the study of a fairly extended course in
Latin at more than one institution of learning. The poems of
Homer were read only in a Latin summery and even Aristotle's
writings were studied in Latin translations. Reverence for the
clascics is clearly expressed in the poems of the Italian poet,
Dante.

Petrarch, a younger contemporary of Dante, who is considered
the first modern scholar and man of letters, pursued only clas-
'sical studies. In a letter to a friend he said impressively

that he had read Vergil, Horace, Livy and Cicero, "not once but

1. Early Europeen History, p. 554.

|
|
{
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a thousand times, not cursorily but studiously and intently;
bringing to them, the best powers of my mind. I tasted in the
morning and digésted at night. I quaffed as a boy to ruminate
as an old man. The works have become so familiar to me that
they cling not to my memory merely but to the very marrow of my
bones"., 1

He himself has written many Latin works and served as an
important agent for the spread of a knowledge of Latin authors.
In his task of recovering ancient manﬁscribt, he traveled widely
in Italy, France and other countries. He was pleased to have
come upon two lost orations of Cicero in one place and in another
place, a collection of Cicero's letters.

Parficularly in the fifteenth century, during the period
of Humanism, a remarkable gzeal was aroused in the classics.
Schola:é sdmired intensely the fresh original and human ideas
discovered whe® they perused the psges of Cicero, Horace, Taci-
tus as well as Homer and Plato.

From Flarence, Humanism spread throughout Italy, and there
was a recovery of ancient manﬁscriﬁts from monasteries and cathe-
drals, where they had often lain neglected and blackened with
the dust of ages. Nearly all the Latin works now extant were.
brought to light by the middle of the fifteenth century. Li—-'
braries were established wherein these recovered manuscripts
could be stored and made accessible to students, professorshins
of the ancient languages were endowed, and scholars were given
opportunities to pursue their researches. Even popes assgisted

the cause of Humanismy——-one being the founder of the Vatican
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Library at Rome.

The Humanistiec movement gradually influenced Drofoundly
the "Faculty of Arts" in the universities Training the young
students to a oroficiency in classical Laﬁin as well as Greek,
and to a certain degree of feamiliarity with the literatures
of both these languages, was the chief aim or purpose of this
faculty. For several centuries, Latin remained the necessary
condition for the study of all the higher branches. From the
universities, the study of the Hﬁmanities was taken up in the
lower schools.

Too,during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Latin
was considered of major importance in the schools and univer-
gities——-a result which was in keeping with the new and benefi-
cent awakening -of all Europe to the urgent necessity of a
higher education. It was also an almost universal creed thaf
the best scholarships required Latin as one of the subjects
of study.

| We are all aware of the fact that at the present time,
Latin occupies a place of prominence in modern education. A
student preparatory to college work, still endeavore to fami-
liarize himeelf with the etymology of Latin words, the syntax
of Latin sentences, the rhythm of Latin verse, and the thoughts
of Latin éuthors. But this significance of Latin does not
cease here;-—every man of letters hes an intimation that the
culture which c¢an be attained only through the study of the
Latin language and literature, must necessarily precede his

success as author of his own language.



(13)

Let us observe some of the quite recent opinions and in-
vestigations of a few of the present day supporters of thé
classics, keeping in mind the importance of Latin as a clas-
sical languzge.

In an article, "The Place of the Claesice in Our Schools",
Mr. Payson Smith, Commissioner of Education for Massachusetts,
views the situation somewhat in this manner: that in second-
ary education, the real value of the classics as an aid to the
development of the individual youth, must be emphasized. This
emphasis is necessary since ene of the most important aims in

h generation in attaining and extend-

i
-

o]

education is to essist eac
ing to succeeding generations, those things the value of which
in the lives of men and in the development of civilization has
been attected by study and experience. He éontends that the
classicg are valuable from three imﬁortfnt pqints of wview.

First, it has been proven conclusively that these subjects
which help in expression are of greatest value. And since the
classics have beneficent influence in this regard, there should
be more thorough instruction in the language arts.

Again to many students, a study of the classics serves as
a basis or guide for the fields of actiwity or vacations for
which they possessed the grestest efficieney or adaptability.

As a third point, a study of the classics familiarizes
yOuté with the development of our common citizenship through a
study of the past experience of the world-—-a procedure which

must be taken if well--informed citizens are degired and are to

be an ‘important asset to their country. Who of ue to-day will
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deny the fact that if a thorough knowledge of the genesis snd
development of.our American government is to be had, thdt_un—
divided attention must be paid to the foundations upon which
our governments reet? Is not classical study to a great ex-
tent the avenue through which such knowledge can be acquired?
How can this knowledge be effectively impressed if not through
a study of the classics in secondary schools znd colleges?

As a means of helping the individual vouth to 2 more com—
plete measure of his development, as a means of opening to
him a life of more complete usefulness in a wide variety of
vocations and especially as a mesns of enriching the service
of each generation with the fullness of the experience of those
of the past, the classics need no defense; they are impera-
tively needed.l

In defense of the classics, Professor of Psychology in
the University of California, George M. Stratton, says: "Few
would question that the clsssice hove in the past made @
notable record in education. That such study carried with it
transfer of treining in larce amount, is clear as daylight
without any formal investigation——————————o

The large number of students who do not carry Latin beyond
the second year present a difficult nroblem. We shall hearti-
ly agree that every legitimate effort should be made to give
full value for time exvended to all who take Latin, even for
g0 ghort a period. Without the help of any special investiga-
tion, it is clear enough that some readjustment may be cslled
for at this point.

1.The Classical Journal, Oct., 19323, pp. 19-22, The Torch
Press, Cedear Rapids, Iowa.
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But this is a very different thing from assuming in ad-

vance Lhzt Latin as an end in itself must be given up, on the

ground that it carries with it no app 661able transfer of

QJ

training. When manifestly adequate and unprejudiced inveéti-
gation hés shown that sﬁch transfer does not exist, it will
be full +time to consider abandoning Latin as an ondm——————1

At a dinner at Ritz Carlton Hotel, New York, February 21,
1923, Sir Frederick Kenyon, Director of the British Museun,
representing the Claessical Association of England in a talk,
"The Classics andluodern bife™; expfes:;d their cooperation in
the support of the clascics as a vital item in the civiliza-
tion of the world. He was rather convinced that he confirmed

the opinion not only of those who teach the classice but a&lso

of vast numbers of men of diverse occupations in life=—poli-
ticians, lawyers, historians, philosophers, mathematicians,

n=tural scientists, etc., that certain elements in our spiri-
tual and intellectual development would be unfortunately
neglected were these elements deprived of a peculiar excel-
lence which Latin as well as Greek lend to them. Quite con-
trary to the general belief that these languages are dead

3

ones, he contends that they as well as their corresnonding

literatures passess as much vitality as any modern languag

and are more nrofoundly rooted inm our intellectual being than
any modern language.’ Thece lansuaces are not merely the ori-
gin or source from which our modern literstures, our modern

civiligation hove sprung but rather survive as fountains pour-

ing forth the best in humen thoucht and in human action.

A ]

1. Classical Journal, pp. 26-28, Nov., 192
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A most interesting fact 8ir Frederick notes, is that for
the past twenty yesrs, in addition 1o the vim that has been
put into education with its remarkable progress, there are
those who represent studies other than thé classics who re-
gard the classics in a favorable lirht.  Before this time,

and particularly by leading representatives of natural science,

-
m

a vigorous attack or severe criticism of the classics was made;
--the objection being that the five or six years expended in

the mastery of grammatical rules, was nseless to ninety-five

~

per cent of students, to whom these studies were of no service
in later life. Netural sciences and modern languages being
useful subjects, were offered as worthy substitutes for Latin
and Greek. But at present, the tone as stated above is en—
tirely different. :

Further as & direct cuotation of 8ir Fredrick: "The whole
claim for the importance of the classics rests on the basis
that there is no substitute for first-hand knowledge—————--—

I am anxious to enforce the essential modernity of clas-
sical studies. Here in a modern country, in a democratic
COunfry, you can plead no more moderna no more democratic
course, than the wide dissemination of classical studies.

In this country you believe that all have a right to every op-
portunity. But how can your young men have éhe opportunity
of acouiring that element of intellectual culture, of spiri-
tual force, of entering that werld of magnificent experiences,
and great aspirations, and great achievements, if the oppoT-—

tunity of learning the language in which these treasures are
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enghrined ig denied them? Side by side without colleagues
in other subjects, 1t is our duty to see that intellectual
culture, the training of mind and of character, is not swampéd
beneath waves of materialis thet'to every boy and girl is

civen so far as is hu umenly vpossible, the chance of making the

best of those faculties of mind and epirit that God nlanted

in them-
We believe that we have in the Greek and Romen Classics,
an instrument of unique power and ruality for the training of
the mind and the enlargement of the intelligence. Matthew
Arnold has safd that in education 1t is sbove all thinge,
necessary that man acqualnt himeelf with the best that has
been thought in the world.--—-————————=———" We know also thatb
in the Latin languege we find an incomparable training in
logical thourht and clear exnression, as well as the founda-

1 the principle modern languages.-————-=- And we know
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1
that the Roman Empire wac the framework on which all our modern
civilization was moulded and that no imnerial nation can afford

Lo
T

to neglect the lesson which may bhe learned from its experience.l
As o result of a classical investigation mace by the Ad-
visory Committe from the American Cla ssical League, it was

econda vy school pupils studying Latin

m

found that the number of

vastly greater than the number who etudy Greek, and their

is
adopted program assumes that Latin will continue to be taught

2

in the schools as an instrument in the general education of

hundreds of thousands of boys end girls in the junior and senior

1. Olassical Journal, pp.491-500, May, 1922.
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high schoole of the country. 1

An investigation of fho record of ten Ln)uunnd candidates,
by a College Entrance Examination Board, in 1221, showed the
folllwing tabulation of these percsons, when divided into six
groups, according to the number of years which. they had gtudied
Latin or Greek: 3 years Greek, 2 years Greek, 4 years Latin,
3 years Latin, 2 years Latin, no Latin. 2

A score—card for evaluating the various objectives year

by year was deviced by Dr. Barclay C. Drc iley of the College of
New York City. Thig score-card containing nineteen oﬂjectives
was widely circulated during the year 13820. Miss Alice D. Hare
of East High School, Columbus, Ohio, has de a preliminary
tabulation of the returns from one hundred seventy-one teachers.
A unanimous or nearly unanimous opinion of the teachers is that

the three most important objectives for the first year of Latin

- Increased knowledsze of the principles of English gram-—
mar and increased ability to speak and write English
correctly.

S Increased ability to understaﬁ@ the exact meaniné of
Eﬁglish words derived directly or indirectly from Laftin
Aand increased accuracy in their use.

Se The development of generalized habits (e.g., sustained
attention, accuracy, orderly procedure, tho rox~hneuu,
nestness, perseverance, etc.)

The three objectives ranked hichést for the second year are;

1. Classical Journal, p.548, June, 1933.
2. Classica 1 JOUrqal’ 0,54‘/" JU.ne, 1923,
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s Increased knowledge of the principles of English gram—

mar and increased ability to speak and write English cor-

2. Increased ability to understand the meaning of English

worce, derived directly or indirectly from Latin and in-
creased accuracy in theﬁr fige.

S Increased development of the power of thinking and ex-
vressing thought, through the vrocess of translating from
Lztin into adecuate English.

The three objectives ranked highest for the third year are:

1. Increased development of the power of thinking and ex-
pressing thought through the process of translating from
Latin into adequate English.

2. Increased ability to read English with correct under-
standing.

3. Increased ability to understand the meaning of English
words derived directly or indirectly, from Latin and
increased accuracy in their use.

The three objectives ranked highest for the fourth year are:

L 21 Increased development of the power of thi nking and

exoressing thought through the process of translating

from Latin into adequate English.
2. Increased a2ability to understand and appreciate reference

and allusions in English literature and current publica=

- o~

tions to the mythology, traditions and history of the

Greeks and Romans.

ol Increrued ability to read English with correct under-
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gtanding. 1

In his annual report for 1221, President Nicholas Murray
Butler of Columbia Uhiversity, stated his belief that in the
near future, there would be a re-examination of the value of
the ancient classics as educational instruments.

Favorable criticisms of the value of the classies by teach-
ers in various professions at the University of Michigan, who
have had the fullest opportunity to judge the value of studies
by their results, have made statemente as follows:

President Emeritus H. B. Hutchins, formerly Dean of the
Law School, would give a prominent place to the ancient clas-
gsics in preliminary law courses, for they require the strenu-
ous study which is necessary for oreparatory study for law.

The careful translations provided by the classics give the ef-
fective mental training so needed by the' student at lew and
demand the necescary cautious and continuous application.

The resulting skill in the use ofllanguage and the comprehen-—
sion of shades of meaning promoted by such subjects, anticipate
the interpretation of law and thé_oreparation and interpreta-
tion of legal instruments, to which the lawyers proefessional
life should be devobed.

The fluent use of English Which resultes chiefly from a
study of the Latin language must be acguired along with good
legal attainments by men who, in order to be the most effi-
clenk at_the bar, must be able to write and speak simple clear,
concise and forceful English.

Too, it is an advantege to the law student to be able to

1. Classical Journal, pp. 554-555, June, 1923.
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interpret instantly without special study, the many Latin terms
go current in the literature of 1aw; A lawyer should be more
than a lawyer. He sghould be a well educeted gentleman, possess—
ing a culture which broadens him and enables him to
preciative sense of the value of things outside of the narrow
limits of his esvpecialty,-—=—a culture instilled by a study of
classics. 1

Henry M. Bates, Dean of the Law School thinks Latin and

Greek are beneficial as studies for the prospective lawyer be-

cause:

s Succesgs for the lawyer demande that he be a man of
broad culture, cultivated imsgination, and have some
familiarity with the.preft literatures '0of the world.

2. The Etudy »f the clascicse trains the student to con-
centrate effccﬁivcly, end to exercise will power in over-
coming difficultiesj--qualities which are of the utmost
importance to the léwyer——.

3% The power of correct interpretation of classical

3=

context is synonymoéus with the lawyer's ability to con-
strue a Supreme Court opinion, a Con ﬁbltUulﬂnLl clause

or statute,-—almost the same faculties being exercised.
4. A study of the classics will facilitate the under-
standing of legal reading matter as many legal terms are
taken from the classic=1l languages, chiefly Latin. 2
Hugh Cabot, Dean of the Medical School, considers a know-
ledge of Latin and Greek imperative for the study of medicine

-

which always involves important words of classic derivation.

1. Classical Journal, pp. 29-30, October,1923.,

2. classical Journal, Dp. 30-31, October, 1925.
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A knowledge of these languageés above all, provides a broad edu-
cational backeround for those engaged in this srofession. 1
Mortimer E. Cooley, Dean of the College of Engineering
and Architecture, finds.tizt men with a classical background
attain the greatest degree of success as engineering students
when compared with men who have not this training. Hence he
expresscs a preference for such men. 2
John R. Effinger, Dean of the College of Literature, Sci-
ence, and the Arts says: "I+ has been my general experience

€
that the students entering college with the best preparation,
the broadest outlook, and the best underétandinq of the real
meanine of education, have almost always studied Latln or
Greek as a part of their prevaratory work". 3

Alfred H. Lloyd, Dean of the Graduate School says emphati-
cally that these languages are importent factors in education;
-—g fazct which he has learned through personal experience and
observation of the work of others. It appears that the clas-

sical students are better educated not merely in the general

.ense of culture, but also in the sense of better preparation
for their particular professions OT occupations. 4

Marcus L. Ward, Dean of the College of Dental Surgery,
stated that that College required Latin for admission and like-
wise the state Board of Michigan made such req irements for the

license to practice dentistry. A knowledge of Latin is essen-—
i o =

tial he says, Lo the practice and to the study of dentistry not

1. glassical Journal, ppe 31=32, October,1923
2. glassical Journal, DPpe 32, October, 1923
5. 0lagsical Journal, Dps 33, October, 1923

4. glassicsl Journel, pp. 33-34, October, 1925



and—

cF

on;y from a cultural view, but also from a very specific s
point. 1.

Professor of English, A. H. R. Fairchild of the University
of Missouri, believes that it is pogsible to improve the written

and spoken English of the average gtudent through more Latin,

first, by a knowledge- of grammar; second, by practice in rela~-

|

tive subordiéation; and third, oy a recognition of the power of
verbs. 2

Thus we fiﬂa’%he LEtin language is, as it has always been
a living language' to all eivilized nations. The writings of
the Romans,--their literature,--have persisted through azes and
remain for us to-day, objects of mentazl culture and education
in the comedieg of Plautus and Terence, the historical works of
Caesar and Sallust, of Livy end Tacitus, the poems of Lucretius
and Vergil, the satires of Horace and Juvenal and the masterly
orations, the versatile letters and the philosophical essayse

of Cicero,--all of which have served &8 valuable inspirations

to nearly all the gr

e

ot suthors of modern times;--Dante, loliers,
Goethe, and'ﬁiltoﬁ. Lafin has imparted much new life to many
colleges and universities and there is a great probability that
in the future this subject linked with the study of European
civilization, will attrect worthy minds more and more to the
field of its study. It ig 2 sicnificent fact that even the
rule of Rome having passed away, the language, the thoughte and

the spirit of ite people stand out as a means of enriching the

intellectual life of the world.

Classical Journal, DD 34-35, October, 1923
2e
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